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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MNUC, SN, UK 

SUB J : UK/GOS NEGOTIATIONS OVER USE OF NAVAL BASIN BY NPWS 

REF: SINGAPORE 5406 

1 . ACTING UK HIGH COMMISSIONER INFORMED DCM JANUARY 13 THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN NO FURTHER MOVEMENT IN UK/GOS NEGOTIATIONS OVER 
USE OF NAVAL BASIN BY NPWS. HE SAID LONDON HAD NOT YET SENT 
INSTRUCTIONS HOW TO ANSWER GOS LETTER REPORTED REFTEL WHICH 
RAISED CERTAIN TECHNICAL QUESTIONS RELATING TO TRAINING AND 
EQUIPMENT. 

2. WHEN SMITH ASKED WHY U.S. NAVY WAS NOT SCHEDULING NPW 
VISITS TO MAN OF WAR ANCHORAGE IN SINGAPORE, DCM EXPLAINED 
THAT U.S. DID NOT WISH TO DO ANYTHING WHICH COULD COMPLICATE 

OR DELAY THE NEGOTIATION OF THE AGREEMENT COVERING SEMBAWANG. 
SMITH EXPRESSED PERSONAL OPINION THAT THERE WAS LITTLE RISK OF 
COMPLICATION AND THAT GOS PROBABLY WOULD NOT USE SUCH VISITS 
AS EXCUSE TO EXPAND CURRENT NEGOTIATION OVER NPW USE OF SEM- 
BAWANG TO INCLUDE MOW ANCHORAGE. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH SMITH MAY BE RIGHT, I INTEND TO EXPLORE 
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THIS MATTER FURTHER WITH UK HIGH COMMISSIONER TRIPP UPON HIS 
RETURN TO SINGAPORE. HOLDRIDGE 
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